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REPLY TO THIz AT FENTION OF

VIA FACSIMILE (847) 279-2510 AND U.S. MAIIL.

Mr. Steve Kornder

STS Consultants, Ltd.

750 Comorate Woods Parkway
Vemaon Hills, Tlhinais 60061

RE: Lakeshore East, 221 North Columbus Drive, Chicago, [Hinois
Lindsay Light I Site/OUS
Construction Finanemy Lender’s Document

Dear Mr, Komder:

In order to satisfy its construction finuncing lender's documentation requirements, [Lakeshore
Easl, LLC (“LSE™) has requested that U.S. EPA provide a written “clearance™ of the radiological
removal action conducted at the Lakcshore East site prior to LSE’s submission of its final
completion report and prior {o EPA issuing ils closure letter. This letter explaws that based on
the information currently provided by LSE with the exceptions notcd, that LSE has temoved all
identified radioactively contaminated matcrials 1o below the eleanup threshold specified by TS
EPA, and that no further radiological surveys or removals are required in those arcas documented
to be below the cleanup threshold. (See attached reference map). U.S. EPA rescrves its right to
render a different decision, upon final review of thic completion report, as to whether additional
radiological surveys or removals arc nccessary.

LSE has provided information that indicates [.SE has completed removal of radioactively
contaminated material at the Takeshore Hast Development site, at 221 North Columbus Drve,
Chicago, Hlinois, in accordance with the Work Plan for Investigalion and Removal of
Radiologically Tmpacted Soil, Lakeshore East LLT, dated Tune 24, 2002, revised Scptember 13,
2002, final revision dated September 30, 2002, and approved by U.S. EPA on correspondence
dated September 20, 2002 (“Work Plan™). LSE has not yct provided a completion report &s
required by the approved Work Plan. U.S, EPA expects that it will be forthcoming and thal the
report will explam in detail all work completed. U.S. EPA can issuc a completion letter only
alter receipt and review of LSE’s linal completion report.

The removal actions followed a Phase [ investipation, and consisted of two additional phases of
work. Phase I consisted of removing radiouctively contaminated matcrial that LSF identified in
the Phase I scrics ol surface radiological surveys and down-holc exploration surveys, as well as
those areas identified by U.S. EPA, 1.8, FPPA performed verification surveys and sampling at
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those locations where radioactively contaminated materials were removed and confired that
1.SE removed all materials to below Lhe specified cleanup threshold ol 7.1 pCh/g total radium.

There are portions of the site, however, thal were not tadiologically surveyed and other portions
adjacent to the Site where radioactive contaninalion was identified but 1t was lefl m place.
Those arcas described below inelude the former boat Slips ¢, D and E as depicted in historical
Sanborn Firc Insurance maps dated 1906 (“boal Shps™). Parcel O and Parcel P, a seasonally
ponded area in the center of the site and the go!f course lake. (See attached refercnce mapy).

The Phase Il work consisted ol gamma surveys ol [11l soil above the approximale elevation of
the ground surfacce at the site in the year 1900 (6 feet City of Chicage Datum), except for the
portions ol the site formerly occupied by the boat Ships, Parcels O and P, the seasonally-ponded
arca and the golf course lake. LSE conducted excavation of soil in {8-inch lifts and subsequent
pamma surveys to confirm that no radioactively contaminated material remaned in those fill
sols. 1.SE removed impactcd matcerials cncountered during Phase TiI to at least the 7.1 pCi/g
total radium cleanup standard. U.S. EPA swveyed and took verification samples in the
cxcavation locations to confirm that the identificd removal activities were complete.

As stated above, the determination that all radioactively contaminated material has been removed
does not apply to the portions of the site tormerty occupicd by the boat Ships, Parcel O and Parcel
P, the scasonally ponded area and the golf coursc lake. (Sce ultached map). With respect to the
former boat Shps, TSE's investipation of those locations was himited to surface gamma surveys
in the Phase [ work, that cxplored approximately the upper 18 inches of s0it and a 10-meter grid
boring program consisting of 271 borings to 12 feet deep with down-hole gamma logging.
Where LSE detected radioactive contamination al the surface in boat slips D and E, il removed.
that mulenal o the cleanup threshold specified by U.S. EPA. Radiation surveys must be
conducted in accordance with the Work Plan in boat Slips C, D, and E each time an cxcavation
exceeding L& inches in depth is planned or any other construction or development activities are
proposed that may expose these soils. This requirement to conduct the radiation surveys in the
Slip arcas musl be memorialized as an nslitutional control. The institutional control must run
with the land for as long as the soils m the Slip arcas remain uncharacterized.

With respect to Parccls O and P, LSE has rcquested Lhat these Parcels be excluded from the
Work Plan, While U.S. EPA agrecs to do so, L.SF is under a continuing obligation to conduct
radiation surveys anytime cxcavation is planned or any other construction or development
activities are proposed that may expose thesc soils.

With respect to the seasonally ponded area and the goll course lake, LSE has explained that it did
not radiologically investigate the ponded area because it was below the elevation of the ground
surface in the year 1900 and the lake has not been draimed so it is impractical to survey. Ttis U.S.
EPA’s understanding, howcever, that as part ol the development, eventually the ponded area.and
fake will be dramed and filled. Given the lack of information available regarding the condition
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of the material in these Lwo arcas, they remain subject to addirional surveillance and removal
restnictiong_gs required by the Work Plarn.

Additionatly. during the site investigation and remioval activities, LSE identi (ied a radioactively-
contaminated area remaining bencath the adjacent Harbor Drive sidewalk which is located along
the southcast boundaxy of the LSE properly. That property belongs Lo the City of Chicago. As
long as this contaminated area remains undisturbed and covered by the sidewalk, it does not pose
a threal Lo public health or the cnvironment, However, as the property undergoes development
and utilities and other improvements may be installed in the sidewalk right-of~way, the
contaminated area must he properly managed to prevent workers or the public from exposuie to
the remaining radioactive material during future construction or ulility installation, replacement
or repair work.,

To further ensure that radiation surveillance 18 timely conducted and any remaining radioactive
contamination in the boat Shps, Parcels O and P, the seasonally ponded arca, the golf course
lake, and the adjacent Harbor Drive sidewalk 1s properly managed, U.S. EPA requests that LSE
or auy subsequent purchaser, including but not limited to contractors, subcontractors, utilities
providing scrvice or improvements to the property, conducts any subsurface work in any of the
areas desenibed above, then LSE or any subsequent purchaser shall give U.S. EPA prov notice of
the subsurface work and shali perform or ensure the performance of radiation surveillance and
the proper management and disposal of any radioactively-impacted malenal encountered during
such work.

Any fill soils imported to the sitc as part ol the site development must be radivlogically surveyed.
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP 214) included m the approved Work Plan must be utilized.
Material imported to the site must be at or below the cleanup standard used for the project (7.1
pCi/r).

Please contact me at (312) 886-5123 or Cathleen Martwick, Associate Regional Counsel at (312)
886-7166 1f vou have any questions concerning this letter.

Sincerely,

redaek Q. YNk,
Fredrick A. Micke, PLE,
On-Scene Coordinator

Enclsoure
ce: Naren Prasad, City of Chicago (w/encl.)

Mark Krippel, Kerr MoGee (w/encl.)
Neena Hemmady, Commonwealth Edison (w/encl.)

TOTAL P.83



